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A Comparison of Language Quality and Poetic Imagery of
and Attar Nasir Khusraw

Mostafa Mirdar Rezayi*

Abstract

Nasir Khusraw’s poetry is full of intellectual arguments, religious topics,
sermons, and wisdom, which has given his words a philosophical and
somewhat complicated flavor. On the other hand, in his works, Attar of
Nishapur has tried to present the heritage of Sufism of Khorasan and the
poetry before him in a different style, through simple language, without
glamor and impressive embellishments. The question of this research is
whether the simplicity or complexity of language plays a role in the
simplicity or complexity of the structure of poetic images. Adopting a
quantitative and statistical method, the present research investigates the
statistical and comparative analysis of the structure of the poetic images of
Nasir Khusraw and Attar. The results of this study show that the simplicity
or complexity of a poet’s language has little to do with the structure of his
images. In other words, the geometry of the poet’s images cannot be
considered simple or complex merely because of the simplicity or
difficulty of his words. The language of Nasir Khusraw’s poetry is difficult
and complex, but this feature has not had a significant effect on the
geometry of his poem’s images, and most of his poetry’s images are simple
and far from complex. On the other hand, the structure of Attar’s poetic
images, despite the simplicity of the language and appearance, has a subtle
and delicate complexity that cannot be understood except by analyzing the
rhetorical materials used in the construction of the images. In other words,
Attar’s language is simple but his images are complex.

Keywords: Nasir Khusraw, Attar, image, language, image-making
techniques.

* Assistant Professor of Persian Language and Literature, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran,
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Figure 3. Column chart of the number of analyzed works of art in Nasser Khosrow's poetry
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Table 2. Number of single and combined methods of Attar
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Figure 5. The number of Attar's examined methods
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Figure 6. The column chart of the number of analyzed techniques in Attar's poetry
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Figure 7. The total number of combined works of art in addition to Attar's other poetic works
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