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Investigating the Reasons for the Fall of Adam from Paradise in
Interpretive, Mystical Texts and in the Divans of Famous Persian
Poets up to the Eighth Century A.H.

Maryam Seyedan*

Abstract

According to the Bible and the Holy Quran, Adam who was the first man created
by God lived in Paradise but later fell to the earth for some reasons. The story of
expulsion of Adam from Paradise has been widely mentioned in Old Persian
literature and has been interpreted in different ways. This article aims to
investigate the reasons for the Fall of Adam from Paradise in some interpretive,
mystical texts and in the divans of famous Persian poets up to the eighth century
A.H. The researcher classified, compared, and analyzed these reasons based on
their similarities and differences. The findings showed that in Old Persian
literature including interpretive, mystical, and poetry works the Fall of Adam was
either the result of his sin and God’s wrath upon him, or it was his destiny as
decided by God, therefore he had no other choice, or he consciously decided to
leave the paradise. In each case, there are some reasons behind Adam’s expulsion
from Paradise to the earth.

Keywords: Adam, the Fall, interpretive texts, mystical texts, poets’ divans

*Assistant Professor in Persian Language and Literature at Sharif University of
Technology, seyedan@sharif.edu
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